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Standard of Iiving
1, ‘the enormous improvement in living standards in the
Soviet Union which had been made since 1946, especially after the cur-
rency reform in 1947, Apparently the average Soviet was also favorsbly 25X1

impressed by this development, He recognized that progress had been
made, regarded the rate of progress as satisfac ry, and believed that '
the future would bring further improvements, Soviet assoclates evie 25X1

dently considered existing living conditions more satisfactory than in
prewar years, ‘
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Degplte the freguent an¢ c0ntinﬁing complaints which were heard sbout high prices
and shortages of consumer goods, | | the average Soviet worker as well 25X1
a8 the intelligentsis was generally satisfied with presemt living conditions. The

- standard of living in the Soviet yalon, as long as 1t 1s meintéained at least at

the present level and shows signs of gradual improvement, will not prove to be a
source of unrest in the lbng run. :

The Fryazine population did not remct very enthuslastically to the initisl currency
reform in 1947 because of the loss of savings which many ineurred. And, then, little
cagh wes om hand for necebsury purthuses although some goods were cheaper and more
resdily sveilsble., Howevér, the Frygzino population reacted very faverably to
subsequent price reductiohs,

In later yééfs (after 194B), the price of eclothing and other non-food consumer items
gradually incressed after asn overall price reduction bad been effected. The net

effect was that reductlonk were only about one~balf as great as announced in the

origingl prige reduction laws. These ereeping price incresses did not seem to

- produce sny opposition on the part of Soviet consimers as they did not spply to

basic food items. Fxpensive "hard®™ consumer goods ard not basie staples were
most affected by lster price redustions. The Soviet workers did not regard this
ag favered tresiment of upper lncome groups but rather as an ihdication that the
Soviet light induvetry was incremging its output.

It was also plainly obvieus that many food items which previeusly had. Eeen plenti-
ful betame searcity items after 1949 or 1950, This was perticulsrly true of butter,
white bread, fruit, and vegetables.

10 indiaaﬁibh that price beductions were inm sny way directly related to 25X1

6.
the increase of production norms.
Beggers
T. There were %elatively few begpears in the town of Fryazino, A4 grest number were en=

countered in front of Mos¢ow ehurches, showing thelr secabs and sores in scenes re-~
miniseent of Indis, and on the suburban trailns lesding into the capitsl, Most of
the latter group were proﬁeaaionala, usually digzbled war veterams who had obtained
a speculabor's license from the Stete permitting them to beg. These unfortuante
would enter a railrmad.cag and ging s song, inverlably war songs about the Battle
of Stalingrad, as their offering. Then they would give a litile talk about how
they hed loat & leg or en erm at Stelingrad and would pass the hat arourd.

Crime

8‘

.Thievery wes the most comton form of erime in the Fryazino area. The loeal militis

was unsble to cope with thig situvation, to Judge by the extreme frequencies of
robberies, : : ‘

Pickpocketing, us ds well known, was very common in Moscow; at publie markets, in
stores, on streetvars, and In other places where large crowds gathered, Most
pickpocketing wes
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dons by hoys 15 to 1?'ysara of age who worked in gange
nost o em 25X1
Were orphans Whe Were being raised in State inatitutions. h .

‘ 10. The Mosuvow papmlation had a8 greaet fear of thess patty thieves.

- Y. Hven the militis was afraid to iutervene in a daylight rodbery.

et : "My Bowlst aoquaintances claimed thaty the young rafiiana would
gat even with anyone who informed on them o the police.
It was rumored that they slashed apan the mmuthm of xnfermern - e
the sign of a tatilaxr,

1ls Bribery of petty offieials was quir@ aommon in tha Fryasine

T erss but evidently mot sericus enough ¢ harm the funstioning
of the governmentel apparatus. Bribes wars gmnor&lly not
offored in monay bat in the form of foed or slothing artioles,
primerily vodka. Embassling of state funds was also & frequtnt
oaocurrense in Frysuino. HEnployess of the locsl magazin were
periodically arrested svery two years or 8o for smbesslement,
S8tifs mentences for subezalement (15 to 20 years in e forced'
labor camp) enmblaed State authoriities to keep this prastics
under comtrol. The very low sslaries of State smployess in e
magezin or gestronom was the basie cavse of this gooisl ille
ness. These shployees wexe almost forowd o resort bto sudh
yrectices in order fo savn enough monsy 4o keep alive. .

- Qdess Differenes

12, High Party funciionsrisa snd high army mffiaew& muat bu slaasie
fied at the top of the Soviel mooisl seala: Aleo belonging %o
the Soviet alite kecanse of thelr large inoomes were popular
aotors, aotresses,and artists. | |the teohnical 25X1
in%alligontmtﬁ ag next in line 4n She soclal meals. : f

13, Class Aistinotione between workers and the technical intele

. ligenteie oonelsied of wide dnoome differonces, clossd mosial
eiralwmgand varylng morsl valuwss. For exemple, a nsohalndk
would never think of going to & small publio tavern and having
& drink with the workera of hisg plant, but only asscoiated
with oollongues enjoying the seme evonomio and scolal atabus.
X wes also tvue that various gioups within the teohnisal
intelligentaia formed olosed scoial olrolems & nachalnik ,
asacciated only with other sestion or ghop bonmed, &R eNgLheey
with other engineers, and so on. Furthermore, socliel oustom -
demended thet & man and wife in the upyper or niddle gsociml
gtrate be registersd as such with oivil authordtles. Workers
and othere in low or acolal atrate were appapently under no
moral or social compulelon to legallive their marriages.

14. The Z£aot that etudents atiending higher adueationml Anstidue
$ions and the last thres years of asoondary schools were ,
required to pay tulilon fees indicstes that the uppe % A
of HSoviset acciety were given preferential treatnent. -25X1
higher Party bosees nmede cextain thaet their sonw 25X1°
were acoepved in e university, even when they had not received
ra gold or ailver medal on graduating from secondary school.
The manner in which housing was assigned to employees ut
Institute 160 wes another indioetion of olaess favoritism.
A Boviet employes of the dustitute did not reselve an apari-
ment in acaordanwe with his ebilldy to pay bt in asoordance
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with his position or academic degree. A kandidat received a
better apartment than an ordinary engineer and an engineer

~ 4invariably received a better apartment than a. shop foreman,

- although it was entirely possible that a uhop foreman r'oeivod
hishor wagoa than the - enginaer. T

S §, N no tonlion between the various uocial groups
o and olasses at Institute 160. Apparently the Soviet workers
R oonsidered the present claae structure in- the Soviet Union as
oouplotoly normal. :

16. Té Judge by the prevalence of ikons and by attendance at churoh
- services, \the entire older generation of ine~

habitants of nearby farm villages remained faithful-to the
tenets of the Orthodox Church.. Although it is undoubtedly
true that a smaller percentage of the Fryazino urban popue

" lation were religious believers, this atill oconstituted a
substantial group of peoplesto judge by the number who ate
tended church and celebrated religious holidays. On the
other hand, 'the Soviet
younger generation was little interested and was losing interest
in religioua mattors.

17 ‘ religious services at the nearest _
churoh located in the neighboring towan of Semashko |
was always full when services were held on Saturday and Sunday.
Although the older generation was predominately represented,
some younger people,including soldiers from the nearby milie

" tary oamp, were always to be seen there.

O
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